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ABSTRACT

Following up on previous analyses 1], we examine the geospatial and thematic data in GeoNames
[2]. Tt is the largest freely available gazetteer — a geographical thesaurus — with a worldwide
coverage. One measure of interestingness for a country can be its number of populated places
represented as pages in Wikipedia. In GeoNames, on average only 20% of populated places, i.e.,
cities, towns, villages, etc. have a link to Wikipedia. This clearly shows that not all places are
created equal in terms of interestingness.

Of the multitude of interesting lessons, we pick one that matches the small nature of this pa-
per. For simplicity, we define a ‘small’ country as one which has a population that is within the
first quartile of all global population numbers (1.76><105 inhabitants). For all 63 identified small
countries, we compare populated places with links to Wikipedia to the remaining countries. We
hypothesise that small countries may show a significant higher percentage than large ones in their
linkage. First, there are not that many populated places and they carry a higher significance or
interest. Second, for larger countries, more very small places may have been added to GeoNames.
Of course this argument is about relative coverage; absolute coverage of small countries is less than
1% of populated places or Wikipedia links on a world scale.

This finding can inform reasoning about biases in information density and coverage on a world
scale, for example for small or developing countries.

BODY

Places in small countries are three times as likely to be linked to Wikipedia
with 41% of coverage compared to 13% for larger countries.
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