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Abstract 

 
The DAAD as an organisation of the institutions of higher education and student bodies in the Federal Republic of Germany 
promotes the international academic exchange. Furthermore it is an intermediary for the implementation of foreign cultural 
policy, national academic policy and for the educational cooperation with developing countries. 
 
In the field of development co-operation the DAAD endorses in particular academic, scientific, economic and democratic pro-
gression.  
Therefore it funds postgraduate degree programmes of relevance to developing countries, supports university partnerships, 
southern hemisphere partnerships, initiate academic and alumni networks in developing countries, gives scholarships and lec-
tureships to support staff development within academic structures and has programmes for equipment, experts and executives 
from individual countries. 
 
The university partnership programmes are of vitally importance and hold a special role within the development co-operation. 
Therefore the talk gives an overview about this topic wherein the referee will firstly explain what university partnerships are 
and secondly what they intend and how they are measured. Thereafter there will be given instructions how to start the subject-
related co-operation in the higher education sector step by step, i.e. how to initiate, how to establish and finally how to organ-
ise the university partnership.  
In addition the speaker will emphasise and point out the appraisal factors for a successful application to the DAAD. Aside from 
facts and numbers of funded partnerships and regional and subject-related distributions, examples of thriving co-operations 
with higher education institutes are given – not only to show the duration of partnerships but also the variety of subject-related 
co-operations. 
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